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Kentucky Derby Fashion Hat Contest

Win Prizes at the Auction!

Guests wearing a hat are eligible to win prizes, like dinner for 2 or gourmet goodie baskets.  Judges will select 3 winning hats for Win, Place and Show (that’s first, second and third place), to be awarded the night of the event. Since the Derby beginnings in 1875, the event has been one of the main hat fashion events of the season. Designed to get you noticed, over-the-top hat styles are the perfect accentuating piece for your Derby attire. Get creative or step back in time with your hat….its up to you!

10% Off on All LGHS Hats

Black Cat Hats of Los Gatos is offering 10% off to all Los Gatos parents purchasing hats for the Kentucky Derby night, PLUS 15% more donated to the high school.  Thanks to Janet at Black Cat for this wonderful offer.  Spring hats arrive at the end of February, so get yours before they run out!

Kentucky Derby Hat History

As part of the United State Triple Crown, followed by the Preakness Stakes and the Belmont Stakes, the Kentucky Derby is one of the more popular hat fashion days in the year. Decades ago, it was considered near necessity for men and women to have a hat on at all times during special occasions and outdoor events. Compared to today, to find a lady without a hat on during the first few years of the Kentucky Derby's existence would have been considered a scandal, not just a mere fashion fuax pas.

As the race became more and more popular, the attendants began to have more fun with their fashion hat attire, donning hats with flamboyant embellishments including ribbons, feathers, and floral arrangements. In most cases, the hat is the main part of a woman's attire, and is usually paired with a simple matching cocktail dress. In-field spectators usually do not wear wide brim derby hats, instead choosing styles ranging from simple to sarcastic. Men’s are usually the traditional Fedora, which are standard at the races.

Head Turning Hats for the Horse Races

This is an event where you want to get noticed, so when picking out a Kentucky Derby hat, try to be as original as possible. With extremes as the norm, it's hard to be considered over the top, so the wilder the better. You can find a wide variety of simple, easy-to-wear hats for those who are not quite ready to take the plunge into Kentucky Derby hat fashion. 

